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EEXXTTRRAACCTT  ooff  MMiinnuutteess  ooff  tthhee  rreegguullaarr  mmeeeettiinngg  ooff  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  ooff  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  HHuuddssoonn  hheelldd  aatt  
tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeennttrree,,  oonn  AApprriill  22nndd,,  22001122,,  dduurriinngg  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  bbyy--llaaww  wwaass  aaddoopptteedd::  
 

B Y - L A W  N
O

 6 1 1  
 

C O N C E R N I N G  T R E E S  
 
 
WHEREAS on

 
September 15

th
, 2009 the Town of Hudson adopted By-Law No 567 to protect the trees in 

the town; 
 
WHEREAS on December 13

th
, 2010 By-Law No 567 was amended by By-Law No 589 and now requires 

several other amendments; 
 
WHEREAS to assist in the application of the by-law, it is considered appropriate to replace By-Law 567 and 
its amendments and include the new by-law;  
 
WHEREAS Notice of Motion was duly given at the regular Council meeting held on February 6

th
, 2012; 

 
WHEREAS the requirements of Article 356 of the Cities and Towns Act have been met and that Council 
declares having read By-Law N

o
 611 and relinquishes its reading; 

 
WHEREAS while respecting the rights of individual property owners, the town seeks to regulate the cutting 
and pruning of trees in order to protect public safety and to maintain the green character that is a valuable 
characteristic of the town as a whole; 
 
WHEREAS the town also seeks to conserve the heritage of trees, develop our urban forest, and optimize 
the management of our by-law;  
 
WHEREAS the Town of Hudson is known for its mature and majestic trees and the following efforts are to 
maintain this unique situation. 
 
THEREFORE it is moved by Councillor Diane Piacente, seconded by Councillor Tim Snow and 
unanimously resolved that By-Law bearing No 611 be and is hereby adopted and decreed as follows: 
 
 

Chapter 1 
Definitions 

 
For the purposes of this document, the following terms are defined: 

Agricultural lot 
Means all lots more than 10 acres (4 ha.) zoned A under the Zoning By-Law within the limits of Town of 
Hudson. 
 
Applicant         
Means an owner or his authorized representative. 

 
Authority having jurisdiction 
Means the person or persons authorized by council resolution for the supervision and application of this by-
law. 

 
Building lot 
Means a lot for which a building permit has been requested or issued. 
 

Business hours 
Between 8h30 and 16h30, Monday to Friday (Eastern Time – Canada), excluding official holidays.  
 
BNQ standards 

 Means the standards published by the BNQ “Bureau de normalisation du Québec” for “Aménagement 
paysager à l’aide de végétaux” and for “entretien arboricole et horticole”. 
 
Crown  
Aerial part of the tree above the trunk. 
 
Drip Line 

The zone at the base of a tree corresponding to the furthest extension of the branches of the tree. 
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Escarpment 
Means an embankment with a slope equal to or greater than 20 % and having a height exceeding three (3) 
meters.   
 

Felling  
Operation which consists in taking down a tree by cutting across its trunk. 
  
Forest Engineer 
Means a member, in good standing, of the “Ordre professionnel des ingénieurs forestiers du Québec”. 
 
Golf Course 
Means an existing or new public or private area operated for the purpose of playing golf and includes a par 
3 golf course and may, in association with the golf course, include a driving range. 
 
Hedge 
A fence or boundary formed by shrubs, bushes, saplings and sometimes trees often accompanying a berm 
or a ditch. A fence or boundary of trees and shrubs or simply shrubs. 
 
Nursery 
Means land on which trees are planted in order to obtain young plants destined to be transplanted. 
 
Pruning 
Cutting or removing, twigs and branches of a tree with the purpose of removing no more than 20% of the 
crown in a single operation during the same year and not any more often than every 3 years. 
 
Selection cutting 
The annual or periodic removal of trees, individually or in small groups from an uneven-aged forest in order 
to realize the yield and establish a new crop of irregular constitution (or to keep it maintained) by ensuring 
the necessary cultivation practices to growing trees and (or) establishing seedlings. The improvement of 
the forest is a primary consideration. 
 
Watercourse 
Means any channel with a regular or intermittent flow of water, with the exception of ditches. 
 
Topping 
Diminishing the height of a tree by cutting branches down to the height of stems and/or lateral branches 
which are not developed enough to assume the terminal role. 
  
Tree 
Woody plant, generally with a single trunk, that is more or less branched depending on the species, with a 
trunk diameter of at least 10 cm (4 inches) measured at a height of 15 cm (6 inches) above ground level. 
 
Tree farm 
Means a forest area of at least four (4) grouped hectares and for which a forestry development plan has 
been certified by a forest engineer. 
 
Wooded area of interest 
Natural environment that is of significant interest for protection and conservation according to accepted 
environmental assessment criteria.  These environments are listed in the Wetland Audit on the Town of 
Hudson’s territory.  
 

Chapter 2 
Permit Application 

 
2.1 The present by-law shall apply to all properties situated within the limits of Town of Hudson, with 

the exception of public works projects and the maintenance of public utilities. As well, this by-law 
does not apply to trees, shrubs, saplings or bushes that form a hedge. 

 
2.2 Tree felling is forbidden on any property in the limits of the town without having first obtained a 

permit, except where otherwise noted. 

2.2.1 If a tree is considered an immediate danger to public security, private buildings or public 
buildings, it may be felled without a permit, on condition that the owner provides digital 
pictures of the dangerous tree on the first business day following the incident. 
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2.3 A permit for the felling of trees can only be granted by the authority having jurisdiction upon 
presentation of the request by the applicant on the appropriate form. The applicant must clearly 
identify the targeted trees in a non-permanent fashion (i.e. string, flagging tape, rope, etc.).  This 
article shall apply to all sections of this by-law, except where otherwise noted. 

 
2.4 A special permit is required for any vegetation work in the escarpment. This permit can be obtained 

only after filling out the appropriate application form and having received an inspection by the 
authority having jurisdiction.   

 
2.5 When the request for a tree cutting permit is related with a construction project, the applicant must 

provide the building permit application, along with the construction plans, at the same time as the 
tree cutting application.  

 

Chapter 3 

Tree Protection 
 
Within the limits of the Town of Hudson, it is prohibited to damage a tree by carrying out any of the 
following works: 
 
3.1 Cutting or damaging the roots of a tree, within the drip line. 
 
3.2 Uprooting a tree. 
 
3.3 Operating trucks, backhoes, excavators or other heavy equipment around a tree inside the drip 

line.  
 
3.4 Backfilling, placing building materials, asphalt or a building or structure on land inside the drip line 

of the tree. 
 
3.5 Tapping, making holes or damaging the trunk of a tree except for maple syrup production. 
 
3.6 Removing bark from a tree. 
 
3.7 Depositing liquids or other chemical substances harmful to the health of a tree inside its drip line. 

 
3.8 Removing soil from inside the drip line of a tree. 

 
3.9 Dynamiting inside the drip line of a tree. 

 
3.10 Cutting back the top portion of the branches of a tree so as to significantly alter its normal canopy, 

except if the tree forms part of a hedge. 
 

3.11 Make a fire inside the drip line of the tree.   
 
3.12 Covering a wound on a tree with a dressing, of any kind. 

 

 

Chapter 4 
Tree Felling Reasons 

 
An applicant can apply for a tree cutting permit if the tree meets one of the following criteria after being 
evaluated by the authority having jurisdiction: 
 
4.1 The tree is dead or dying; 
 
4.2 The tree is deemed dangerous to public security; 
 
4.3 The tree is afflicted with an incurable disease or is infested by an insect, cannot be treated and 

constitutes a risk of contamination to other trees; 
 
4.4 The tree is or could cause damage to private or public property other than with its leaves, needles, 

sap, pollen, seeds, nuts, flowers, fruits or other part of a tree that naturally fall off; 
 

4.5 The tree interferes with the execution of a construction project, a public works project or a project 
authorized by the Town; 

 

4.6 The tree is deemed to be a nuisance. The applicant must explain the reason behind the nuisance 
and it must be evaluated by the authority having jurisdiction; 

 
4.7 The tree directly hinders the growth of one or more other adjacent trees and it is the least likely to 

survive based on an evaluation by the authority having jurisdiction; 
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Chapter 5 
Pruning and Planting 

 

Except where otherwise noted, no permit is required for pruning and planting. For all pruning and planting 
the following measures must be applied and respected: 

5.1 Maintenance work and pruning must not shorten the life span of the tree. Tree maintenance and 
pruning should be done in accordance with the BNQ “Bureau de normalisation du Québec” 
standards. 

 
5.2 Tree planting that will pose a risk for overhead wires is prohibited. 
 
5.3 Tree planting that would cause overhanging branches on neighbouring lots is prohibited. 

 

5.4 The planting of Salix spp. (Willow), Populus spp. (Poplar), Ulmus spp. (elm), Acer saccharinum 
(Silver Maple) and Acer negundo (Manitoba Maple) is prohibited within a distance of ten (10) 
meters from any main building, septic installation, sewer network, lot line or right of way of the 
Town. 

 
5.5 The planting of any tree is prohibited within a distance of three (3) meters from: 
 

5.5.1 any building foundation; 
 
5.5.2 any lamp post; 
 
5.5.3 any street sign; 
 
5.5.4 any water line; 
 
5.5.5 any septic installation or sewer network; 
 
5.5.6 any sidewalk; 
 
5.5.7 any road. 
 

 
Chapter 6 

Tree Protection during Construction Works 
 
6.1     During construction work on a property, the following measures must be applied and respected 

throughout the duration of the work: 
 

6.1.1 The storage of construction materials and debris as well as backfill materials is prohibited 
inside the drip line of the trees. 

 
6.1.2 At anytime, the circulation of machinery is prohibited inside the drip line of a tree. 

 
6.1.3 All trees in close proximity to the work must be protected by a fence. The fencing around 

the tree is to be constructed of metal with metal anchors, or wooden planks and plywood. It 
must be located at or outside the drip line of the tree, unless otherwise specified, in writing, 
by the authority having jurisdiction. 

 
6.2 When circulation is absolutely necessary within the drip line of trees, the traffic lane must be 

protected (only one traffic lane per construction project is permitted, the location is evaluated by the 
authority having jurisdiction): 

 
For circulation lasting less than 30 days 
It is necessary to put at least 30 centimetres (approximately 12 inches) of mulch on the ground to 
protect the roots and the mulch must be removed when construction ends. 
For circulation lasting more than 30 days: 
It is necessary to cover the area with a geotextile material and add 30 to 40 centimetres 
(approximately 12 to 16 inches) of crushed stone on top of the geotextile. The stones and the 
geotextile must be removed when construction ends. 

 
 

Chapter 7 
Backfilling Works 

 
7.1 When backfilling is required on a lot, for earthwork or landscaping purposes, the applicant must 

take all necessary measures to prevent damage to tree roots: 
 

7.1.1 Any, and all, backfilling works around the drip line of a tree must be done in accordance 
with the BNQ standards.   
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Chapter 8 
Shoreline 

 
8.1 No tree may be removed within ten (10) meters of a watercourse, except if it is dead or dangerous. 

 
 

Chapter 9 
Work in the Escarpments 

 
9.1 All the following regulations on escarpments are under jurisdiction of the authority appointed by the 

Town:  
 

9.1.1 No tree, sapling, shrub or bush may be felled on an escarpment, except if it is dead or is 
deemed dangerous to public security. 

 
9.1.2 No tree may be cut on the strip of land at the top of the escarpment or at the base of the 

escarpment on a length equivalent to 50% of the height of the escarpment or at least five 
(5) meters, the least restrictive applying, except if it is dead or is deemed dangerous to 
public security. 

  
9.1.3 When pruning is necessary, a permit will be issued and the authority having jurisdiction will 

take pictures before and after the work is done and will be present on the day of the 
intervention to make sure the work is done according to the by-law and BNQ standards. 

 
9.1.4 No topping of trees is permitted on an escarpment. 

  

Chapter 10 

Agricultural Lot 
 
10.1 With the exception of nurseries and tree farms, if the applicant wants to cut more than 10 % of the 

trees, per calendar year, he must provide a detailed report or a forestry plan prepared by a forest 
engineer. 

 
10.2 Only dead trees or trees deemed dangerous to public security can be felled on a property 

designated as a wooded area of interest. In the case of a request for a selection cut, the applicant 
must demonstrate the necessity to cut trees to the authority having jurisdiction. 

 
Chapter 11 

Building Lot 
 
A permit may be issued to cut any tree situated on the part of the lot where the main building, accessory 
building, pool, sidewalk or garage entrance is to be located and under the following conditions: 

  
11.1 A maximum clearance of five (5) meters on all sides of the proposed main building; 
 
11.2 A maximum clearance of one and a half (1.5) meters around any secondary building; 
 
11.3 A maximum clearance of three (3) meters around any pool; 
 
11.4 A maximum clearance of one (1) meter around parking area; 
 
11.5 A maximum clearance of two (2) meters around a septic installation, or a sewer network. 
 
11.6 The applicant must submit a proposed site development plan prepared by a land surveyor to 

demonstrate the felling of trees required for the construction. The applicant must have the 
appropriate valid permit for the works being done. 
 

11.7 The following, threatened or vulnerable, species of trees must be preserved as much as possible: 
Ulmus thomasii (rock elm), Pinus rigida (pitch pine), Juglans cinerea (butternut), Celtis occidentalis 
(hackberry), Quercus alba (white oak) and Quercus bicolor (swamp white oak).  Every effort is to 
be made to preserve species such as Carya cordiformis (bitternut hickory), Carya ovata (shagbark 
hickory), Quercus macrocarpa (bur oak), Quercus rubra (red oak), Acer saccharum (sugar maple), 
Fraxinus americana (white ash), Fraxinus pennsylvanica (red ash), Fraxinus nigra (black ash), 
Fagus grandifolia (American beech), Larix laricina (tamarack), Juglans nigra (black walnut), Ostrya 
virginiana (ironwood), Pinus strobus (white pine), Pinus resinosa (red pine), Tsuga canadensis 
(hemlock), Carpinus caroliniana (blue beech or musclewood) and well established trees that add to 
the aesthetic aspect of the property. 

 
11.8 No tree is to be cut more than 120 days prior to the start of construction. 
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Chapter 12 
Golf Course 

 
A golf course may obtain a “general tree cutting permit” under the following conditions:  
 
12.1 For a golf course, up to 10 % of the trees on the existing course may be cut per calendar year. This 

article shall apply to existing golf courses. 
 

12.2 For the construction of a new golf course or redesign of a hole or new holes on an existing golf 
course, a forestry plan detailing where the golf course or new holes will be established must be 
provided by the owner or his representative and if trees are to be cut. 

 
 

Chapter 13 
Tree replacement 

 
In the case where it is necessary to replace a tree, the tree must be at least 5 centimetres (2 inches) in 
diameter measured 30 centimetres (12 inches) from the ground and must be planted no later than the end 
of May or mid to end September, depending on which date is closest to the initial felling of the tree. In the 
following situations, tree replacement is applicable: 
 
13.1 Any tree felled in contravention with this by-law must be replaced. 
 
13.2 Upon issuance of a permit, the authority having jurisdiction may require that the tree, trees, being 

felled be replaced, other than for a permit issued for construction projects. 
 
 

Chapter 14 
Penalties 

 
IF THE BY-LAW IS NOT RESPECTED, THE OWNER AS WELL AS THE CONTRACTOR WILL BE 
FINED. 

 
Any person contravening a provision of this by-law, or tolerating or permitting such an offence, commits an 
infraction and is liable, besides the costs, to the following fine: 

For a first infraction 

A minimum of THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($300) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush and a maximum of 
ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush if the offender is a physical person 
or a minimum of SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS ($600) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush or a maximum of 
TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush if the offender is a moral person. 

For a repeat infraction 

A minimum of SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS ($600) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush and a maximum of TWO 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush if the offender is a physical person or a 
minimum of TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($1,200) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush or a maximum of 
FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS ($4,000) per tree, sapling, shrub and bush if the offender is a moral person. 

 
  

15. By-Law No 567 is hereby repealed. 
 
 
16. This by-law shall come into force according to the law. 
 
BL611 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
              

Councillor Jacques Nadeau            Louise L. Villandré, o.m.a. 
 Pro-Mayor         Director General 

  
HHuuddssoonn,,  tthhiiss  22nndd  ddaayy  ooff  AApprriill  TTwwoo  TThhoouussaanndd  TTwweellvvee    

 


